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The Government of St Kitts and Nevis, in collaboration with ABL Holdings Inc., has embarked on one of the
most visionary tourism and cultural projects in the Caribbean: ‘The Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
Project’. Envisioned as a tribute to love, unity, and heritage, the project marks the rebirth of the historic Fort
Thomas site, which has long stood in silence overlooking the serene waters of the Caribbean Sea. 

Now, through this visionary initiative, that silence will give way to celebration, storytelling, and new
opportunities for generations to come. The project embodies the government’s dedication to diversifying
the tourism economy, creating employment, and empowering local entrepreneurs. 

With an estimated investment of USD 30 million, the Symbol of Love Monument and Museum Project is
expected to become a catalyst for growth, driving tourism revenue and positioning St. Kitts and Nevis as an
emerging international tourism hub. The development spans approximately 8.5 acres of prime coastal land
at the historic Fort Thomas site. Of this, 1.5 (around 18%) acres will be dedicated to the construction of the
Symbol of Love Monument itself, including its grand dome and the world-class banquet hall beneath it.

The remaining 7 acres (about 82%) will accommodate a collection of complementary facilities: the
Commonwealth/International Museum and the Local/Caribbean Museum, landscaped gardens, restaurants,
souvenir shops, and leisure zones, all designed to create a vibrant cultural district.

Sitemap
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Symbol of Love Monument and Museum Project: Report



For nearly four decades, Fort Thomas stood
abandoned, an overlooked relic despite the change of
three successive governments during that period. 

Once a proud symbol of history, the site deteriorated
year after year, with crumbling walls that now pose
serious health and safety risks to the public. 

The fort’s iconic cannons, once guardians of the
coastline, had been left to rust, and according to
reports, were on the verge of complete disintegration
if not urgently restored. 

Recognizing the cultural and tourism potential at
stake, the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis has
finally taken the right step at the right time, launching
a transformative project aimed at reviving Fort
Thomas as a vibrant heritage and tourism landmark.
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New Dawn for Fort Thomas: Preserving the Past, Inspiring the
Future



The project is designed to become a global attraction and bolster tourism in the country, not only
generating more tourism but positioning the island as a Caribbean tourism hub.

The development will be executed in four distinct phases:

Phase 1: Construction of the Commonwealth and International Museum

Phase 2: Establishment of the Local and Caribbean Museum

Phase 3: Building of the Symbol of Love Monument itself

Phase 4: Development of complementary facilities, including restaurants, retail outlets, and leisure spaces

Each phase has been carefully planned to ensure steady progress, sustainable investment, and continuous
employment opportunities for local workers throughout the project’s lifecycle.

The site plan of the Symbol of Love Project showcases a thoughtfully designed layout that combines cultural,
historical, and recreational features within one unified landscape. At the core of the development are two
world-class museums, the Caribbean Museum and the International Museum, positioned side by side to
represent the connection between global and regional heritage. Between them lies an expansive garden
promenade lined with water features and statues of prominent world dignitaries, creating an open, reflective
pathway that leads directly to the Monument of Love, the architectural centerpiece of the project. 

This monument, inspired by the timeless elegance of the Taj Mahal, will stand as a modern-day symbol of
devotion and beauty overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Surrounding the central structures are beautifully
landscaped green spaces, parking areas, and access roads that ensure smooth movement and privacy for
visitors. The project also includes a ceremonial entry gate for official events, a service gate for operational
access, and fencing enhanced with tropical landscaping for aesthetic appeal and security. 
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On the seaward side, a jetty and deck area extend
into the ocean, offering arrivals by sea and access
to a vibrant waterfront lined with restaurants,
bars, and cafés built on piers over the water.

These establishments, together with nearby
souvenir shops and seating decks, will make the
destination lively and self-sustaining. 

The inclusion of national signage and the St Kitts
flag further reinforces the site’s identity, ensuring
the project stands proudly as a new cultural,
economic, and tourism landmark for the
Federation.

Visitors will experience immersive exhibitions,
serene botanical gardens, water features, souvenir
shops, and a scenic jetty that opens access from
the sea. 

Each element has been conceived to offer
comfort, beauty, and a sense of discovery, making
it a destination of both reflection and recreation.

The initiative will create hundreds of jobs during
its development phase and open long-term
employment opportunities in sectors such as
hospitality, retail, events, and management. 

Local artisans, suppliers, and entrepreneurs will
play an integral role in the project’s ecosystem,
ensuring that the benefits extend directly into the
community. 

Beyond economic impact, the museums will
become centres of education and cultural pride,
allowing students and residents to engage with the
nation’s history and its connection to the broader
world.

A Living Tribute to History

One of the most striking elements of the Symbol
of Love Project is its commitment to preserving
and showcasing the rich history of St Kitts and
Nevis through art, symbolism, and storytelling. 

The area surrounding the museums will feature a
series of statues and cannons, carefully designed
to recreate scenes from the island’s storied past.

These installations form a visual narrative one that
honours the struggles, victories, and resilience
that shaped the twin-island federation.

The cannons, once the guardians of the island’s
coastline, stand today not as weapons of war but
as monuments of remembrance. 

Positioned along the walkway, they remind visitors
of the battles once fought to defend freedom and
sovereignty. Their presence at the site is deeply
symbolic, representing both the island’s strategic
importance in the Caribbean and its journey from
colonial fortifications to peaceful nationhood.

Surrounding these cannons are life-sized bronze
figures depicting soldiers, workers, and ordinary
citizens, men and women who together represent
the people who built St Kitts and Nevis. 
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Each statue captures a moment in time: a lookout
scanning the horizon, a family embracing, a leader
guiding his people forward. Together, they
transform history into an open-air gallery where
visitors can walk among the very symbols of the
nation’s endurance and courage.

Statues of historial significance



International Museum (L) and Caribbean Museum (R)

From Skepticism to Symbolism: The Bold Vision Behind St. Kitts
and Nevis' 'Symbol of Love' Project

Just as St Kitts and Nevis now undertakes a bold and visionary project,
history shows that innovation often invites skepticism before it earns
admiration. A powerful example of this can be found in Dubai’s Burj Al
Arab, one of the most iconic structures in the modern world.

When the Burj Al Arab was first announced nearly forty years ago, it
faced significant controversy and criticism. Many questioned the idea
of constructing a sail-shaped structure rising from the sea, calling it
not only an architectural risk but also blasphemous.

Some critics claimed the design resembled a cross standing in the
middle of the ocean, which they viewed as inappropriate for a Muslim
country. Yet, the architects and the visionaries behind it held firm to
their dream.

When the Burj Al Arab was completed, it defied every critic’s doubt. It
went on to become the world’s first seven-star hotel, a symbol of
architectural daring and national ambition. Today, it stands as one of
the most luxurious and recognizable buildings in the world, a place
where visitors must even pay for the privilege of taking a tour inside,
proving how a controversial idea can evolve into a source of pride,
prestige, and global fascination.

The same spirit of courage and vision drives the Symbol of Love
Project in St Kitts and Nevis. Like Dubai decades ago, this small island
nation now dares to dream beyond convention, turning history,
culture, and art into a beacon for the world. 

The statues and cannons reflect the past, while the grand monument
ahead represents the future. Together, they stand as proof that
progress is never born from fear, but from faith in one’s story and the
conviction to share it with the world.
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Heritage | Humanity

HARMONY

The Symbol of Love Monument will stand as an
architectural project featuring a striking fusion of
world-class design, artistic mastery, and  universal
storytelling of everlasting love.

The design takes influence from globally admired
structures such as the Taj Mahal, the Alhambra,
and the great European domed monuments,
blending their refined aesthetic principles with a
distinctly Caribbean soul. 

It will feature graceful domes, arches, and intricate
carvings that symbolize eternal love, peace, and
continuity, values deeply rooted in the
Federation’s history and collective spirit. 
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The structure will rise from the heart of the Fort
Thomas site, positioned at the end of the grand
garden axis, commanding panoramic views of the
Caribbean Sea. 

Sea and surrounding restaurants and cafes will
create an atmosphere of calm and reverence,
making it a place not just to visit, but to feel.
Importantly, the Symbol of Love Monument is not
a mosque, nor is it a religious site.

It is a monument of heritage and humanity,
constructed to honour the enduring story of St
Kitts and Nevis, its resilience, its unity, and its
place in the wider world. The architectural
language of domes and arches used in the design
is universal, found in structures across Europe,
Asia, and the Americas. 

These elements have been reinterpreted to
celebrate love as a shared human value,
transcending faith, culture, and geography. In this
way, the monument becomes a unifying symbol,
one that welcomes all people, from all walks of life,
to experience its message of peace and belonging.

Beyond its visual grandeur, the structure is
envisioned to become a beacon of national pride
and an architectural landmark that places St Kitts
and Nevis firmly on the global map.

 Its design will reflect both the ambition of a
modern Caribbean nation and the reverence for
its historical journey.

By blending international sophistication with local
meaning, the Symbol of Love Monument will not
only transform the skyline of St Kitts but will also
redefine how the world sees the Federation, as a
place where history and innovation, tradition and
vision, come beautifully together.

Architectural Structure and Design Concept



Phased Development of Symbol of Love Monument and
Museum Project

Heritage | Humanity

HARMONY

Every element inside and around the Symbol of
Love will be designed with meaning, every wall,
sculpture, and pathway will tell a story of human
connection and shared identity.

From its exterior form to the smallest interior
detail, the project will blend modern creativity with
timeless inspiration, capturing both the intimacy of
love and the vastness of history. 

It will combine classical artistic influences with
Caribbean aesthetics, ensuring that the final
outcome is not a replica of something old, but a
reimagined expression of love and legacy in a
Caribbean context.

The entire construction will be executed in phases,
allowing each segment to be developed with
precision, care, and proper alignment with cultural
and environmental considerations. 

Each phase adds a new layer of purpose to the
site, transforming the historic grounds of Fort
Thomas into a global attraction that honours both
local heritage and international inspiration.

The master layout of the Symbol of Love
Monument and Museum has been meticulously
designed to create a seamless balance between
architecture, environment, and visitor experience.
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Every element on the site carries both symbolic
and functional significance, ensuring that guests
encounter not just a physical space, but a living
story of heritage, emotion, and discovery.

The design emphasizes symmetry, accessibility,
and natural harmony, allowing visitors to move
effortlessly through areas of reflection, learning,
and recreation.

Upon entering through the Ceremonial Gate,
visitors will be welcomed into an open courtyard
that leads toward two magnificent museums, the
International Museum and the Caribbean
Museum. These twin cultural institutions form the
intellectual and emotional heart of the project.

The International Museum will celebrate global
narratives of love, unity, and human progress,
while the Caribbean Museum will showcase the
region’s history, Commonwealth connections, and
the inspiring legacy of Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw. 

Together, they represent the dialogue between
the world and the Caribbean, where local heritage
meets universal stories.



Between the two museums lies a beautifully
landscaped garden corridor, framed with water
features and statues of prominent world
dignitaries. This central axis draws the eye forward
to the majestic Monument of Love, located at the
far end of the site. 

Designed as a symbol of devotion and endurance,
the monument will rise gracefully above its
surroundings, serving as the visual centerpiece of
the entire development. 

Its positioning allows uninterrupted views from the
entry gate straight through to the sea,
representing a journey from history to legacy, and
from land to infinity.

Surrounding the museums and the monument are
lush green gardens and reflective pools, designed
for relaxation and contemplation. The site is
enclosed with landscaped fencing to ensure
privacy and serenity, while ample parking zones
are provided near the main entrance for
convenience.

Toward the seafront, the project extends into a
vibrant leisure zone. A beautifully crafted jetty will
provide sea access for visitors arriving by yacht or
ferry, linking the monument directly to the
Caribbean’s maritime network. 
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These spaces will not only serve as dining along
the water’s edge, a collection of restaurants and
café decks will offer guests a chance to dine over
the sea, surrounded by breathtaking views of the
horizon. 

Destinations but also as key social and cultural
gathering points, integrating culinary tourism into
the overall experience.

The design also incorporates service gates and
back-end entries for maintenance and operational
flow, ensuring smooth logistics without disrupting
the aesthetic and visitor pathways.

The St Kitts signage and national flag at the
waterfront will serve as a powerful statement of
pride and identity, marking the destination as both
a national landmark and an international
attraction.

Garden corrdiors between two museums



The first phase of the development will bring to life
the Commonwealth and Local Museum, a powerful
tribute to history, identity, and national pride. This
institution will serve as the emotional and
educational core of the project, connecting the
story of St Kitts and Nevis to the collective heritage
of the Caribbean and the Commonwealth
community.

At its heart, this museum will honour the
contributions of Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw, the
first Premier of St Kitts and Nevis, whose
leadership and vision helped shape the nation’s
independence and social progress. 

Through thoughtfully curated exhibits, visitors will
trace the journey of the Kittitian and Nevisian
people, from the struggles of the labour
movement to the triumphs of modern self-
governance. 
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Photographs, oral histories, and rare archival
materials will bring to life the island’s
transformation from colonial rule to a confident,
forward-looking democracy.

Alongside the local narrative, the museum will also
highlight the broader Commonwealth experience,
emphasizing themes of cooperation, shared
progress, and cultural exchange among member
nations. 

Visitors will explore how countries once connected
by history have built bridges through education,
innovation, and diplomacy. This dual perspective,
local and global will reflect the project’s essence:
that St Kitts and Nevis is both proudly Caribbean
and confidently international.

Architecturally, the Commonwealth and Local
Museum will merge historical character with
modern design. Its form will evoke Caribbean
craftsmanship, featuring stonework, timber, and
open verandas that blend with the natural
landscape. 

The space will feel alive with classrooms,
auditoriums, and cultural studios for exhibitions,
performances, and educational programs.

By completing this first phase, the project will
firmly root itself in history and meaning. The
museum will not only preserve memory but inspire
the next generation to carry forward the ideals of
unity, courage, and love for one’s nation.

It will transform Fort Thomas into a living
monument to the people of St Kitts and Nevis, a
place where the past educates the present and
the present honours the past.

Phase One: A heart of Museum: The Commonwealth and Caribbean Museum



Phase Second: The International Museum

The second phase of the Symbol of Love Project
will establish the International Museum, which will
serve as the intellectual foundation of the
development and introduce visitors to the site’s
global vision. 

Designed as a world-class cultural institution, the
International Museum will celebrate creativity and
progress from every corner of the globe, reflecting
St Kitts and Nevis’ growing position as a meeting
point between the Caribbean and the wider world.

Visitors will journey through themed galleries that
explore key moments in world history, the rise of
global trade, the age of exploration, and the
evolution of design and architecture. Exhibits will
incorporate interactive displays, digital storytelling,
and multimedia installations that make history
immersive and accessible to all ages.

The International Museum will also feature
sections dedicated to major global personalities,
innovators, and leaders who have shaped human
civilization, connecting their legacies to the
project’s overarching message of love, unity, and
shared destiny.
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Architecturally, the museum will embody a balance
between modern design and Caribbean warmth. 

It will feature open courtyards, natural light, and
coastal ventilation, blending cutting-edge
technology with the island’s traditional materials
and tropical aesthetic. 

The layout will be intuitive and fluid, encouraging
exploration and reflection. This second phase will
symbolize the project’s commitment to education
and inclusivity. 

By housing a museum of international scope, St
Kitts and Nevis will not only attract global visitors
but also invite its own citizens to see their country
as part of a much larger human story.

The International Museum will therefore stand as
a gateway to understanding, a space that reminds
every visitor that love, creativity, and progress are
universal languages that transcend borders.



Heritage | Humanity

HARMONY

Phase Three: The Symbol of Love Monument

The third phase will mark the creation of the
Symbol of Love Monument, inspired by the
timeless beauty and emotional power of the Taj
Mahal. Rising gracefully above the Caribbean
coastline, it will become the defining landmark of
St Kitts and Nevis, symbolizing love, peace, and
human connection.

While the design takes inspiration from India’s
iconic wonder, it is not a replica. Instead, it is a
reinterpretation: a Caribbean expression of a
universal idea. The Taj Mahal itself, often
misunderstood as a religious site, was in fact built
by Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his beloved
wife Mumtaz Mahal. 

It stands not for faith or doctrine, but for devotion,
remembrance, and the human capacity to create
beauty from emotion. It is an architectural poem
dedicated to love that transcends religion, culture,
and time, and that same spirit will live on in the
Symbol of Love Monument.
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The monument will not be religious in nature. Like
the Taj Mahal, it stands for emotion, for the bonds
that unite people beyond creed or culture. Visitors
will be able to walk through its gardens, ascend its
viewing platforms, and explore curated exhibits
that tell the story of love as a force that shapes
art, architecture, and human history. 

Weddings, proposals, and special ceremonies will
find their perfect setting here, making the
monument both a personal and public space:
intimate yet grand.

Just as the Taj Mahal draws millions of visitors to
Agra each year, the Symbol of Love Monument is
expected to become a major tourism magnet for
the Caribbean. It will bring new visibility to St Kitts
and Nevis, encourage longer stays, and strengthen
its identity as a nation that dares to dream on a
global scale. 

This phase is where emotion meets engineering,
where vision becomes reality, and where the
project’s name, Symbol of Love, finds its truest
meaning.



Heritage | Humanity

HARMONY

Beneath the magnificent dome of the Symbol of
Love Monument lies a vision unlike any other, a
world-class banqueting hall gracefully nestled
beneath the heart of the structure.

This grand yet intimate space will stand as one of
the most exclusive wedding and celebration
venues in the world, designed to merge
architectural elegance with emotional significance.

The hall will embody the spirit of timeless
romance, its interiors inspired by legendary love
stories and brought to life through the interplay of
marble, light, and reflection. 

Every surface will shimmer softly under ambient
lighting, creating an atmosphere of serenity and
grace. The design captures the monument’s
essence, grandeur elevated by feeling, ensuring
that each moment celebrated here resonates with
warmth and wonder.

Couples from across North America, Europe, and
beyond are expected to choose St Kitts and Nevis
as the setting for their most sacred vows. 

The island’s tranquil charm, framed by turquoise
waters and golden sunsets, will transform every
ceremony into an unforgettable experience. 

From pre-wedding photography under the
monument’s arches to grand receptions within the
hall, every element will be curated to reflect love,
art, and cultural sophistication.

The banquet hall will be equipped with state-of-
the-art facilities, including precision acoustics,
atmospheric lighting, and integrated catering
services. Its flexible design will allow seamless
transformation, from intimate gatherings and
private dinners to large-scale royal-style weddings. 

Beneath the Dome: The Banquet Hall of Eternal
Celebrations
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This will position the monument not only as a
cultural landmark but also as the epicenter of
luxury celebrations in the Caribbean.

With its serene seaside location and iconic
architectural presence, the Symbol of Love
Monument will redefine destination weddings.

It will establish St Kitts and Nevis as the premier
wedding hub of the Western Hemisphere, a place
where romance meets artistry, where every event
tells a story, and where love finds a home as
eternal as the ocean that surrounds it.

SYMBOL OF LOVE MONUMENT AND MUSEUM



The fourth and final phase of the Symbol of Love
Project will complete the transformation of Fort
Thomas into a full-fledged cultural and tourism
district. 

Surrounding the monument and museums will be
a vibrant collection of restaurants, cafés, shops,
and leisure spaces, designed to ensure that
visitors not only arrive but stay, explore, and enjoy.

The hospitality section will offer diverse culinary
experiences, from fine dining overlooking the
monument to casual cafés serving local Caribbean
cuisine. 

Restaurants will highlight regional ingredients and
farm-to-table concepts, giving visitors an authentic
taste of island life. The shopping promenade will
feature local artisan boutiques, souvenir stores,
and craft galleries, each celebrating the creativity
of local designers, sculptors, and craftsmen.

Leisure spaces will include landscaped gardens,
shaded seating areas, and open-air plazas
designed for community events, music
performances, and seasonal festivals. 
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Every corner of this phase will reflect the same
design philosophy, to balance luxury with
accessibility, and international sophistication with
local warmth.

As evening falls, the site will come alive with light,
sound, and atmosphere, turning the complex into
a safe and welcoming night-time attraction for
residents and tourists alike.

This phase is about sustainability, ensuring that
the site remains economically active and culturally
vibrant throughout the year. 

It creates opportunities for local employment,
entrepreneurship, and long-term tourism growth. 

When complete, the restaurants, retail areas, and
leisure zones will transform the Symbol of Love
Complex from a place to visit into a place to
experience, live, and remember.

Together, all four phases form a single vision, a
cultural renaissance that combines history,
architecture, emotion, and opportunity. 

The Symbol of Love Project is more than just
construction; it is a statement that St. Kitts and
Nevis is ready to stand among the world’s great
destinations. It offers something rare and
unforgettable, a monument built not just of stone,
but of spirit.

Phase Four: Restaurants, Retail, and Leisure
Development



The Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
Project is far more than a construction endeavour,
it is a catalyst for national transformation. Its
impact will ripple across tourism, employment,
culture, and international branding, ushering in a
new era of economic opportunity and cultural
prominence for St Kitts and Nevis. 

Designed to elevate the Federation’s image as a
place where love, history, and innovation meet, the
project is set to redefine the island’s global
identity.

1. A World-Class Destination for Love and
Weddings: Banquet Hall

At the heart of the development lies the
banqueting hall beneath the Monument of Love, a
masterpiece of architecture designed to host
weddings, vow renewals, and grand celebrations
against the panoramic backdrop of the Caribbean
Sea. 

This space, with its blend of luxury and symbolism,
will position St Kitts and Nevis as the Caribbean’s
leading destination for weddings and romance.
The hall will feature elegantly crafted interiors,
integrated floral gardens, ocean-view terraces, and
seamless event facilities, making it ideal for both
intimate gatherings and large-scale celebrations.

The project directly targets the North American
wedding and honeymoon market, which continues
to favour exclusive, emotionally resonant
destinations.  
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With its unmatched scenery, year-round tropical
climate, and accessibility, St Kitts and Nevis will
offer couples an alternative to traditional wedding
destinations such as the Bahamas, Jamaica, or
Hawaii. Beyond ceremonies, the site’s museums,
gardens, and luxury dining spaces will create a
complete experience, turning each wedding into a
week-long cultural journey.

2. Tourism Expansion and Global Recognition

The project will establish St Kitts and Nevis as a
must-visit destination for global travellers,
blending world-class architecture with authentic
Caribbean charm. Its monumental design will
appeal to cultural tourists, heritage enthusiasts,
and international visitors seeking experiences
beyond the ordinary. 

The development’s strategic coastal location and
dedicated jetty will make it a prominent stop for
regional and international cruise lines, introducing
thousands of passengers each season to the
island’s rich story and hospitality.

Every visitor who steps ashore will contribute to
the broader tourism ecosystem, filling hotels,
boosting transport demand, and driving spending
in local restaurants, shops, and excursions.

The Monument and Museum are expected to
become the most photographed landmark in the
Federation, generating organic international
exposure across media and social platforms,
reinforcing St Kitts and Nevis as a distinctive,
forward-looking tourism brand.

The Far-Reaching Impact of the Symbol of Love Project



3. Economic Benefits and Job Creation

The USD 30 million Symbol of Love Project is set to
deliver a powerful boost to the national economy,
generating opportunities across multiple sectors. 

During the construction phase alone, the
development will provide employment to over 100
local workers, including engineers, builders,
craftsmen, and service providers.

Once completed, the project will sustain more
than 200 direct and indirect jobs for locals in
museum operations, hospitality, maintenance,
event management, and tourism services. Local
entrepreneurs, from taxi and tour operators to
souvenir vendors and restaurateurs, will benefit
from increased visitor traffic and spending.

By keeping economic activity circulating within St
Kitts and Nevis, the project ensures that growth
translates into real, lasting benefits for families,
communities, and small businesses across the
island.

4. Cultural, Educational, and Community
Development

At its core, the project celebrates the spirit and
story of St Kitts and Nevis. The two museums,
international and Caribbean, will become living
classrooms, offering immersive educational
opportunities for students, researchers, and
visitors. 

Exhibits will range from world civilizations and
global unity to regional independence movements,
including a dedicated tribute to Robert Llewellyn
Bradshaw, the Federation’s first Premier.
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By connecting culture and commerce, the project
strengthens the link between heritage and
prosperity. It ensures that tourism development
does not replace history, but rather revitalizes it,
giving younger generations a reason to feel proud
of their island’s achievements.

5. Strengthening the National Brand and
International Image

The Symbol of Love will become the signature
landmark of modern St Kitts and Nevis, an icon
that embodies the country’s ambition, artistry, and
global outlook. 

Its design, blending European and Middle Eastern
architectural influences with Caribbean natural
aesthetics, will draw global media attention,
making it an instantly recognizable image of the
Federation.

Through this project, St Kitts and Nevis will stand
alongside the world’s most admired small
destinations, where heritage meets modern
tourism. 

It will redefine the island’s brand from a hidden
gem to a world-class experience, inviting travellers
to “Venture Deeper” into its beauty, authenticity,
and heart.



6. Sustainability and Long-Term Prosperity

Built on a site that had remained dormant for over
two decades, the project will breathe new life into
Fort Thomas, turning it into a thriving, sustainable
public space. The integration of botanical gardens,
water features, and open-air courtyards ensures
harmony with the natural environment.

As a self-sustaining tourism complex, the Symbol
of Love will continuously generate revenue
through events, museum admissions, weddings,
retail, and dining, providing a stable income
stream for the national economy. Over time, it will
become both a cultural legacy and an economic
pillar, enriching lives for generations to come.
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Around the world, countries have demonstrated
that building signature attractions is one of the
most effective ways to elevate their global profile,
expand their tourism economy, and create
opportunities for their people. 

From replicas of world wonders to entirely original
landmarks, such projects have proven that
strategic tourism development can turn even the
most ordinary locations into international
destinations of culture, entertainment, and pride.

These initiatives are not mere architectural
showpieces, they are economic engines that
stimulate investment, generate employment, and
strengthen national identity. 

By combining local authenticity with international
flair, governments have successfully transformed
underutilized spaces into thriving hubs of activity,
attracting millions of visitors each year and
redefining their place on the world tourism map.

Global Replicas: Transforming Familiar Icons
into New Tourism Experiences

From Paris to Macau, and from Agra to Nashville,
the world’s most recognizable landmarks have
found echoes in unexpected corners, each replica
bringing global grandeur into a new context.

The Eiffel Tower of Paris remains one of the most
replicated structures in the world. Over fifty
towers inspired by Gustave Eiffel’s design rise
across continents, from the bustling Las Vegas
Strip to small American towns like Paris in Texas,
and Paris in Tennessee. 

China alone has built several versions, including a
near-identical tower in Hangzhou’s Tianducheng,
where it serves as a romantic backdrop for
weddings and tourism photography. 

These reproductions capture the same sense of
wonder and visual identity that the Parisian
original brought to the modern world more than a
century ago. They prove that even symbolic
architecture can be translated successfully across
cultures: not as imitation, but as inspiration.

Global Inspirations:
Monumental Tourism Projects
that Transform Destinations



Similarly, the Statue of Liberty, originally gifted by
France to the United States and standing tall in
New York Harbor, has inspired replicas in both
Paris and Tokyo. 

A quarter-scale Statue of Liberty graces the Île aux
Cygnes in the French capital, symbolizing Franco-
American friendship, while another stands proudly
on Odaiba Island in Tokyo Bay, drawing thousands
of visitors daily. 

Each replica is not merely decorative; it carries the
same message of freedom and unity but reshaped
within the narrative of its host nation.
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EIFFEL TOWER
PARIS  IN LAS

VEGAS

In Illinois, the Leaning Tower of Niles stands as a
half-sized homage to the Italian original in Pisa. 

Constructed in 1934, it was initially a practical
structure concealing a water tank but has since
become a celebrated roadside attraction,
illustrating how functional structures, when given
cultural meaning, evolve into tourism assets.

Las Vegas also stands as one of the most powerful
examples of how creativity and ambition can turn
a desert into one of the world’s most visited
destinations. The city’s themed landmarks, from
the Paris Las Vegas Hotel and its half-scale replica
of the Eiffel Tower to The Venetian’s Grand Canal,
Luxor’s Egyptian pyramid, and New York-New
York’s skyline, have collectively built a brand that
blends global inspiration with local entertainment
culture.
Each of these examples underscores a universal
truth: that architectural replication and
reinterpretation are acts of admiration, not
imitation. They reveal how form, symbolism, and
emotion can cross borders and how iconic
landmarks can be reborn in new cultural settings,
each time telling a different story.

STATUE OF
LIBERTY IN PARIS

LEANING TOWER OF
NILES,  ILLI INOIS



Connecting the Vision: St Kitts and Nevis Joins Global Stage 
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These international success stories show that monumental tourism
projects are not just architectural achievements, they are national
investments. They drive visitor arrivals, increase spending, inspire
pride, and provide livelihoods. They also give smaller nations a voice
and visibility on the global tourism map.

In the same spirit, the Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
Project will do for St Kitts and Nevis what these world-renowned
landmarks have done for their countries:

It will transform Fort Thomas into a vibrant cultural and leisure
hub that blends local Caribbean heritage with international design
sensibilities.

It will attract global visitors, elevate the Federation’s brand as a
top wedding and cultural destination, and stimulate economic
activity across hotels, restaurants, crafts, and transport.

It will generate sustainable employment and empower local
entrepreneurs to benefit directly from the tourism value chain.

Most importantly, it will place St Kitts and Nevis firmly on the
global tourism map as a destination that celebrates love, unity,
and creativity while offering a uniquely Kittitian experience.

Like the world’s great examples from Dubai to Las Vegas, from the
Bahamas to Singapore, the Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
will stand not only as a place to visit but as a story to experience, a
landmark to remember, and a legacy that strengthens both the
economy and the national spirit of St Kitts and Nevis.



Few monuments in the world capture the human
imagination quite like the Taj Mahal. Located in
Agra, India, it stands as one of humanity’s greatest
architectural achievements and a universal symbol
of love. 

Constructed in the 17th century by Emperor Shah
Jahan in memory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal, the Taj
Mahal transcends its origins. It is not a religious
structure but a celebration of emotion, artistry,
and devotion, a testament to how love itself can
inspire beauty that endures for centuries.

The Taj Mahal is officially recognized as one of the
New Seven Wonders of the World, even being a
man made attraction and it continues to draw
millions of visitors each year from every corner of
the globe. 

In recent years, the site has welcomed between
seven and eight million people annually, with tens
of thousands arriving daily during peak travel
seasons.

By referencing the Taj Mahal, the Symbol of Love
Monument and Museum Project in St Kitts and
Nevis draws upon that same universal emotion,
love that endures across generations, nations, and
cultures. 
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Yet the Caribbean’s interpretation brings a fresh
dimension. Set against the turquoise Caribbean
sea and tropical skyline, the Symbol of Love
Monument will become the first Taj-inspired
architectural landmark in the Western
Hemisphere, marking a historic moment for the
region. 

While not distinctly Caribbean in architectural
origin, its adaptation will be deeply Caribbean in
experience, blending regional craftsmanship,
vibrant cultural energy, and an open, welcoming
atmosphere that invites the world to celebrate
love in a new setting.

Just as the Taj Mahal receives millions of tourists
every year, this Caribbean interpretation has the
potential to do the same on a regional scale for St
Kitts and Nevis. 

The project’s location, easily accessible by cruise
and air, positions it to attract visitors from North
America, Europe, and across the Caribbean who
seek meaningful and visually captivating
experiences. 

Its distinct fusion of global inspiration and island
identity will make it a new destination in its own
right, a site where romance meets heritage and
architecture meets emotion.

The Taj Mahal Connection: A Global Symbol Reimagined in the
Caribbean



Atlantis, Paradise Island, Bahamas: A Destination Within a
Destination

The Bahamas offers another compelling case study. The Atlantis Resort on Paradise Island has redefined the
concept of a Caribbean resort by combining marine habitats, water parks, luxury accommodations, and
cultural exhibitions into a single, immersive experience.

Since opening, Atlantis has contributed over USD 20 billion in visitor spending to the Bahamian economy
and remains one of the nation’s largest private employers. 

It demonstrates how one visionary tourism development can sustain an entire network of local suppliers,
artisans, restaurants, and transport services, generating long-term benefits for the wider population. The
Bahamas’ national tourism strategy continues to leverage this success as a foundation for new economic
opportunities.
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ArtScience Museum, Singapore



Singapore’s Marina Bay Sands, Gardens by the Bay, and the ArtScience Museum exemplify how architecture,
innovation, and green design can work together to define a nation’s global image. These projects
transformed Singapore into one of Asia’s most distinctive urban destinations, attracting over 15 million
visitors annually while symbolising the country’s forward-thinking, eco-conscious identity.

Singapore and Beyond: Creating Identity Through Experience
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ArtScience Museum, Singapore



World’s Longest Glass Bridge, China

Similar strategies can be found across the world from France’s Cité du Vin in Bordeaux celebrating wine
heritage, to China’s Zhangjiajie Glass Bridge showcasing natural wonder through modern engineering. Each
represents a conscious decision by nations to create experiences that fuse heritage, storytelling, and
spectacle.

From France to China, Landmarks That Blend Heritage
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Visitors will come not just to see a monument, but
to feel a connection. Like the Taj Mahal, the
Symbol of Love will be a place for reflection,
photography, and celebration, from weddings and
proposals to cultural tours and educational visits.
It is a monument that transforms emotion into
destination.

The goal is not to replicate India’s marvel, but to
reinterpret its essence through a Caribbean lens, a
structure that unites architectural inspiration with
local identity.

Separate from the monument itself, the project
will include two world-class museums that anchor
its educational and cultural depth. The Caribbean
Museum will celebrate the region’s collective
heritage, exploring the stories, struggles, and
triumphs that shaped the islands and their people.

The Commonwealth Museum will expand that
narrative outward, connecting St Kitts and Nevis to
the wider world, highlighting the shared history,
trade, and cultural ties that bind Commonwealth
nations together. 
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These museums ensure that while the monument
serves as a visual and emotional centerpiece, the
surrounding complex remains rooted in learning,
identity, and community pride.

In this way, St Kitts and Nevis is not simply building
a replica, it is crafting a destination of meaning.

Just as the Taj Mahal transformed Agra into a
global landmark, the Symbol of Love project has
the potential to position St Kitts as a new beacon
for visitors seeking beauty, inspiration, and a
deeper sense of connection. 

It stands to redefine the Caribbean’s tourism map,
proving that monuments, when built with heart
and purpose, can transcend geography and
become timeless symbols of the human spirit.



Tourism Impact, Innovation, and Overcoming Resistance
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When complete, the Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
Project will not only enhance the tourism sector of St Kitts and
Nevis but redefine the island’s position on the global tourism map. 

With its fusion of architecture, culture, and emotion, the project is
designed to attract a new wave of visitors who seek more than
beaches, travelers looking for meaning, artistry, and connection. 

Just as the Taj Mahal in Agra transformed an ordinary city into a
world-famous destination welcoming millions of tourists each year,
the Symbol of Love is expected to bring similar energy and visibility
to the Caribbean.

The monument’s presence will strengthen cruise and air tourism by
adding a must-visit landmark to every itinerary. It will also diversify
the visitor experience, encouraging longer stays and repeat visits.

 Tourists arriving to see the Symbol of Love will naturally explore the
island’s other attractions, from its beaches and rainforests to its
historic site, thereby amplifying spending across local businesses,
restaurants, transportation, and the creative economy.

 Hundreds of new jobs will be generated during the construction
phase, with long-term employment in museum management,
hospitality, retail, and tourism services once the site opens.

However, whenever something unique and innovative like this is
introduced, it is natural for there to be resistance and
misunderstanding. Throughout history, every transformative idea
has faced its share of doubt, debate, and resistance. 
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When something new and ambitious is introduced, particularly in
culture, tourism, or architecture, it often challenges traditional
perspectives and established norms. This is a universal pattern seen
across the world: before admiration comes uncertainty, and before
success comes scrutiny.

People question the need, the cost, the relevance. They wonder
whether tradition is being challenged or whether change will truly
bring progress. Yet time and again, it is these very projects that
redefine nations and become symbols of pride, prosperity, and
progress. 

Across the world, from Dubai to Paris, from Sydney to Singapore, the
world’s most admired landmarks were once met with hesitation,
misunderstanding, and even ridicule. But as history proves, what
begins as controversy often ends as legacy.

Icons the World Once Questioned

The Eiffel Tower (Paris, France) : When completed in 1889, it was
denounced by artists as “a monstrous black smokestack” that
would ruin Paris’ skyline. Today, it is not just the heart of Paris but
a symbol of France’s creative spirit, drawing over seven million
visitors annually.

Burj Al Arab (Dubai, UAE): Forty years ago, many dismissed the
idea of luxury tourism in the desert, when the Burj Al Arab was
proposed, it was called blasphemous and impossible. Today, it
stands as a global icon of innovation and ambition.

The Sydney Opera House (Australia): Criticised for its futuristic
design and escalating costs, it faced political and public backlash
during construction. Now, it is one of the most photographed and
celebrated buildings in the world, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
representing Australia’s cultural renaissance.

The Statue of Liberty (United States): Initially dismissed as an
unnecessary expense, the statue was nearly left unfinished due to
lack of funding. Today, it is a global emblem of freedom and
democracy.

Gardens by the Bay (Singapore): When proposed, it drew
environmental concerns and public skepticism. Yet now it is one of
Asia’s most visited attractions, a model for sustainable urban tourism,
and a point of national pride.
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Similarly, the Symbol of Love Monument and Museum Project follows in this global tradition of bold vision
and forward thinking. Like Dubai’s early tourism developments or Paris’s Eiffel Tower, it represents a new
way of imagining national identity and economic opportunity.

It is natural for questions and concerns to arise whenever something of this scale is introduced, especially
when it redefines a familiar space like Fort Thomas. 

But these discussions are not signs of failure; they are signs of progress in motion. They reflect engagement,
curiosity, and the community’s shared interest in shaping the nation’s future. Over time, as the project
comes to life, through its museums, monuments, gardens, and waterfront, it will speak for itself. 

What may begin as uncertainty will evolve into pride. And just like the world’s great examples, the Symbol of
Love Monument and Museum will stand as proof that visionary ideas, even when challenged, can become
timeless symbols of unity, creativity, and national transformation.



It gives me great pride to stand here on the
grounds of the historic Fort Thomas property for
this soil-turning ceremony that symbolizes the
beginning of a new chapter for this treasured site
For too long, it stood idle, its rich history hidden as
the once grand grounds fell into decline. But today
that silence ends.

This US$30 million project is an opportunity to
bring new construction, employment, and
entrepreneurship opportunities to St Kitts. But it is
more than that it is also about preservation and
transformation.

The design incorporates the history of Fort
Thomas, ensuring that its history is celebrated
within the museum. Our students will be able to
walk these grounds and learn about Saint Kitts
and Nevis, the Caribbean, and the world in a living
classroom, while our visitors will gain a deeper
appreciation of who we are as a people.

This proposal was carefully reviewed by all
relevant stakeholders and aligns with our national
tourism brand of Venture Deeper. The agreement
is structured to protect the public interest, and we
negotiated for there to be a majority local
workforce engaged in the project.

This development will make Fort Thomas an
epicenter of Caribbean and international history,
celebrating our past, honoring global heritage, and
contributing to retaining Saint Kitts and Nevis’
status as the most unique, innovative, and
authentic tourism destination in the Caribbean.

Today, as we turn the soil, we breathe life back
into these grounds. We are restoring its purpose:
to serve our people, to educate our students, to
welcome our visitors, and to inspire generations
yet to come.

Standing on the historic grounds of Fort Thomas,
Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew unveiled not just
a project, but a vision, one rooted in love, heritage,
and transformation. 

His words on that morning marked the beginning
of a new chapter for St Kitts and Nevis, where
history and modern development unite to shape a
brighter, more sustainable future.

SYMBOL OF LOVE MONUMENT AND MUSEUM PAGE |  27

Vision of Government

PRIME MINISTER DR.  TERRANCE DREW



For 40 years, Fort Thomas was abandoned and left
to decay despite three government changes. Its
walls became unsafe, and the cannons nearly lost
to rust.

The Symbol of Love Monument and Museum
Project is more than a construction programme; it
is a nation-defining idea. 

By transforming Fort Thomas into a world-class
cultural, romantic, and leisure district, St. Kitts and
Nevis will unite heritage and modern hospitality in
one coherent experience. The development will
include two museums that educate and inspire,
and a signature monument that embodies love
and pride.

A seafront promenade will feature restaurants and
a jetty that welcomes cruise visitors.
Beneath the Monument, a banquet hall will
position the Federation as the premier wedding
destination in the Western Hemisphere.

Delivered in measured phases, the project
balances ambition with practicality, unlocking jobs
and entrepreneurship today while compounding
tourism value for decades.
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This development answers three national priorities
at once: economic diversification through year-
round tourism and events; cultural preservation
through curated storytelling of Caribbean and
Commonwealth history and the legacy of Robert
Llewellyn Bradshaw; and global brand elevation,
positioning St Kitts and Nevis as a small state with
world-class standards. 

Inevitably, bold ideas invite scrutiny; history shows
that such debate precedes acceptance. As
construction progresses and the experience
becomes tangible, gardens activated, galleries
opened, ceremonies hosted, the project will
convert uncertainty into pride, creating a landmark
that residents cherish and visitors seek out.

With clear governance, heritage stewardship, and
strong public-private collaboration, the Symbol of
Love will become a self-sustaining engine of
opportunity: filling hotels, growing small
businesses, expanding creative industries, and
inspiring the next generation. 

Above all, it will give the Federation a timeless
emblem, a place where love becomes legacy,
where the islands’ story is told with dignity and
imagination, and where St Kitts and Nevis takes its
rightful place on the global map as a destination of
beauty, meaning, and progress.

Conclusion



About This Report

This special feature has been prepared by CCE News as part of our continuing coverage
of transformative national development projects across the Caribbean and the
Commonwealth. The Symbol of Love Monument and Museum Project represents a
landmark vision for St Kitts and Nevis, one that merges cultural heritage, sustainable
tourism, and creative economy growth into a single, nation-defining initiative.

By documenting this project, CCE News aims to highlight how purposeful design and
public–private collaboration can create lasting impact, preserving history, empowering
local communities, and redefining how small states can lead through innovation and
imagination.
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